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religion is not to be expressed. His father, whose name also was Gregory,
was from his infancy a worshipper of false gods, but of the sect called the
Hipsistarii, on account of the profession they made of adoring the Most
High God. The prayers and tears of Nonna at length obtained of God
the conversion of her husband, whose integrity in the discharge of the
chief magistracy of his town and the practice of strict moral virtue pre-
pared him for such a change. His son has left us the most edifying detail
of his humility, holy zeal, and other virtues.1 He had three children,
Gorgonia, Gregory, and Caesarius, who was the youngest. Gregory was
the fruit of the most earnest prayers of his mother who, upon his birth,
offered him to God for the service of his church. His virtuous parents
gave him the strongest impressions of piety in his tender age; and his
chief study, from his very infancy, was to know God by the help of pious
books, in the reading whereof he was very assiduous.

Having acquired grammar-learning in the schools of his own country,
and being formed to piety by domestic examples, he was sent to Caesarea,
in Palestine, where the study of eloquence flourished. He pursued the
same studies some time at Alexandria, and there embarked for Athens in
November, The vessel was beaten by a furious storm during twenty days,
without any hopes either for the ship or passengers; all which time he
lay upon the deck, bemoaning the danger of his soul on account of his
not having been as yet baptized, imploring the divine mercy with many
tears and loud groans, and frequently renewing his promise of devoting
himself entirely to God in case he survived the danger. God was pleased
to hear his prayer: the tempest ceased and the vessel arrived safe at
Rhodes, and soon after at ^Egina, an island near Athens. He had passed
through Caesarea of Cappadocia in his road to Palestine; and making
some stay there to improve himself under the great masters of that city,
had contracted an acquaintance with the great St Basil, which he cultivated
at Athens, whither that saint followed him soon after. The intimacy
between these two saints became from that time the most perfect model
of holy friendship, and nothing can be more tender than the epitaph
which St Gregory composed upon his friend. Whilst they pursued their
studies together, they shunned the company of those scholars who sought
too much after liberty, and conversed only with the diligent and virtuous.
They avoided all feasting and vain entertainments; and were acquainted
only with two streets, one that led to the church and the other to the
schools. Riches they despised and accounted as thorns, employing their
allowance in supplying themselves with bare necessaries for an abstemious
and slender subsistence, and disposing of the remainder in behalf of the
poor. Envy had no place in them; sincere love made each of them
esteem his companion's honour and advantage as his own; they were to
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